BRITISH

I|IIELECTION STUDY

British Election Study
2014-2024

Combined Waves 1-26 Internet Panel Codebook

University of Manchester
University of Oxford
Royal Holloway




Introduction

The British Election Study 2019-2023 is managed via a consortium of the University of Manchester, the
University of Oxford and Royal Holloway, University of London. The Scientific Leadership Team is
comprised of Professor Ed Fieldhouse, Professor Jane Green, Professor Geoff Evans, Dr Jonathan Mellon
and Dr Christopher Prosser. The team is supported by Drs. Jack Bailey, James Griffiths and Stuart Perrett.

Wave 1
30,590 respondents took wave 1. Wave 1 was conducted by YouGov between 20th February 2014 and
9th March 2014.

Wave 2
30,219 respondents took wave 2, 26,870 of these also took wave 1. The overall wave on wave retention
was 88.9%. Wave 2 was conducted by YouGov between 22nd May 2014 and 25th June 2014.

Wave 3

27,839 respondents took wave 3 of the British Election Study, 24,016 of these also took wave 2. The
overall wave on wave retention was 79.4%. In total there are 21,471 respondents who took all of the
first three waves of the survey, 71.0% of the respondents who originally took wave 1. Wave 3 was
conducted by YouGov between 19th September 2014 and 17th October 2014.

Wave 4

31,328 respondents took wave 4 of the British Election Study. 23,542 of these also took wave 3. The
overall wave on wave retention was 84.6%. There are 18,958 respondents who took all of the first four
waves of the survey, 62.7% of respondents who originally took wave 1. Wave 4 was conducted by
YouGov between 4" March 2015 and 30" March 2015.

Wave 5

30,725 respondents took wave 5 of the British Election Study. 28,073 of these also took wave 4, an
overall wave on wave retention rate of 89.6%. 17,673 respondents took all of the first five waves of the
survey, 58.5% of respondents who originally took wave 1. Wave 5 was conducted by YouGov between
31°t March 2015 and 6™ May 2015.

Wave 6

30,027 respondents took wave 6 of the British Election Study. 27,926 of these also took wave 5, an
overall wave on wave retention rate of 90.9%. 26,112 respondents took all three election waves (4,5 and
6). 16,799 respondents took all of the first six waves of the survey, 55.6% of respondents who originally
took wave 1. Wave 6 was conducted by YouGov between 8" May 2015 and 26" May 2015.

Wave 7

30,895 respondents took wave 7 of the British Election Study. 21,044 of these also took wave 6, an
overall wave on wave retention rate of 70.0%. 13,309 respondents took all of the first seven waves of
the survey, 44.0% of respondents who originally took wave 1. Wave 7 was conducted by YouGov
between 14th April 2016 and 4th May 2016.

Wave 8
33,502 respondents took wave 8 of the British Election Study. 24,432 of these also took wave 7, an
overall wave on wave retention rate of 79.1%. 11,408 respondents took all of the first 8 waves of the
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survey, 37.7% of respondents who originally took wave 1. Wave 8 was conducted by YouGov between
6th May 2016 and 22nd June 2016.

Wave 9

30,036 respondents took wave 9 of the British Election Study. 27,555 of these also took wave 8, an
overall wave on wave retention rate of 82.2%. 10,170 respondents took all of the first 9 waves of the
survey, 33.6% of respondents who originally took wave 1. Wave 9 was conducted by YouGov between
24th June 2016 and 4th July 2016.

Wave 10

30,319 respondents took wave 10 of the British Election Study. 19,380 of these also took wave 9, an
overall wave on wave retention rate of 64.5%. 7,351 respondents took all of the first 10 waves of the
survey, 24.3% of respondents who originally took wave 1. Wave 10 was conducted by YouGov between
24th November 2016 and 12th December.

Wave 11

31,014 respondents took wave 11 of the British Election Study. 21,990 of these also took wave 10, an
overall wave on wave retention rate of 70.9%. 6,472 respondents took all of the first 11 waves of the
survey, 21.2% of respondents who originally took wave 1. Wave 11 was conducted by YouGov between
24% April 2017 and 3™ May 2017.

Wave 12

34,464 respondents took wave 12 of the British Election Study. 25,395 of these also took wave 11, an
overall wave on wave retention rate of 81.9%. 5,832 respondents took all of the first 12 waves of the
survey, 19.3% of respondents who originally took wave 1 Wave 12 was conducted by YouGov between
5% May 2017 and 7" June 2017.

Wave 13

31,196 respondents took wave 13 of the British Election Study. 26,669 of these also took wave 12, an
overall wave on wave retention rate of 77.4%. 5,300 respondents took all of the first 13 waves of the
survey, 17.5% of respondents who originally took wave 1. Wave 13 was conducted by YouGov between
9% June 2017 and 23rd June 2017.

Wave 14

31,063 respondents took wave 14 of the British Election Study. 20,393 of these also took wave 13, an
overall wave on wave retention rate of 65.5%. 4,191 respondents took all of the first 14 waves of the
survey, 13.9% of respondents who originally took wave 1. Wave 14 was conducted by YouGov between
4™ May 2018 and 21°t May 2018.

Wave 15

30,842 respondents took wave 15 of the British Election Study. 20,129 of these also took wave 14, an
overall wave on wave retention rate of 64.8%. 3,206 respondents took all of the first 15 waves of the
survey, 10.6% of respondents who originally took wave 1. Wave 15 was conducted by YouGov between
11™ March 2019 and 29" March 2019.

Wave 16
37,959 respondents took wave 16 of the British Election Study. 20,063 of these also took wave 15, an
overall wave on wave retention rate of 65.1%. 2,427 respondents took all of the first 16 waves of the

3



survey, 8% of respondents who originally took wave 1. Wave 16 also included a panel refresh, see below
for more details. Wave 16 was conducted by YouGov between 24th May 2019 and 18th June 2019.

Wave 17

34,366 respondents took wave 17 of the British Election Study. 22,394 of these also took wave 16, an
overall wave on wave retention rate of 59%. 1,882 respondents took all of the first 17 waves of the
survey, 6.2% of respondents who originally took wave 1. Wave 17 was conducted by YouGov between
1% November 2019 and 12" November 2019.

Wave 18

37,825 respondents took wave 18 of the British Election Study. 25,425 of these also took wave 17, an
overall wave on wave retention rate of 74%. 1,589 respondents took all of the first 18 waves of the
survey, 5.2% of respondents who originally took wave 1. Wave 18 was conducted by YouGov between
13" November 2019 and 11" December 2019.

Wave 19

32,177 respondents took wave 19 of the British Election Study. 26,227 of these also took wave 18, an

overall wave on wave retention rate of 69.3%. 1,394 respondents took all of the first 19 waves of the

survey, 4.6% of respondents who originally took wave 1. Wave 19 was conducted by YouGov between
13th December 2019 and 23" December 2019. 7t

Wave 20

31,468 respondents took wave 20 of the British Election Study. 17,794 of these also took wave 19, an
overall wave on wave retention rate of 55.3%. 898 respondents took all of the first 20 waves f the
survey, 2.9% of respondents who originally took wave 1. Likewise, 2,100 respondents (12.7%) took all
waves between wave 9 (the post-EU referendum wave) and wave 20 and 3,885 respondents (19.5%)
took all waves between waves 13 (the post-2017 election wave) and wave 20. Wave 20 was conducted
by YouGov between 3 and 21 June 2020.

Wave 21

30,281 respondents took wave 21 of the British Election Study. 16,514 of these also took wave 20, an
overall wave on wave retention rate of 52.5%. 629 respondents took all of the first 21 waves of the
survey, 2.1% of respondents who originally took wave 1. Wave 21 was conducted by YouGov between
7t May 2021 and 25™ May 2021.

Wave 22

28,113 respondents took wave 22 of the British Election Study. 19,241 of these also took wave 21, an
overall wave on wave retention rate of 63.5%. 532 respondents took all of the first 22 waves of the
survey, 1.7% of respondents who originally took wave 1. Wave 22 was conducted by YouGov between
26" November 2021 and 15" December 2021.

Wave 23

30,949 respondents took wave 23 of the British Election Study. 20,235 of these also took wave 22, an
overall wave on wave retention rate of 72%. 458 respondents took all of the first 23 waves of the survey,
1.5% of respondents who originally took wave 1. Wave 23 was conducted by YouGov between 6" May
2022 and 26" May 2022.



Wave 24

This was a supplemental wave with a reduced sample size, that mainly includes only core BESIP
questions. As such, 15,439 respondents took wave 24 of the British Election Study. 12,911 of these also
took wave 23, an overall wave on wave retention rate of 41.7%. 252 respondents took all of the first 24
waves of the survey, 0.8% of respondents who originally took wave 1. Wave 24 was conducted by
YouGov between 1% December 2022 and 14" December 2022.

Wave 25

30,407 respondents took wave 25 of the British Election Study. 19,549 of these also took wave 23 with a
retention rate of 63%. 11,391 took wave 24, with a retention rate of 74%. Wave 25 was conducted by
YouGov between 5™ May 2023 and 23" May 2023.

Wave 26

30,064 respondents took wave 26 of the British Election Study. 9,933 respondents who completed wave
26 also completed wave 24 (a retention rate of 64.3%); 19,942 respondents who completed wave 26 also
completed wave 25 (65.6%). Wave 26 was fielded by YouGov between May 3™ 2024 and May 22" 2024.



Wave-on-wave retention

Respondents who drop out of one wave of the panel are re-invited to take later waves of the survey,
and so the wave-on-wave retention rate for any pair of waves is considerably higher than the overall
panel retention rate.

Frequency distribution of waves taken by a respondent

Waves Frequency Percentage Cumulative Percentage
1 22,567 19.87 19.87
2 12,997 11.44 31.31
3 9,462 8.33 39.64
4 7,705 6.78 46.42
5 6,545 5.76 52.18
6 6,639 5.84 58.03
7 5,118 4.51 62.53
8 4,821 4.24 66.77
9 4,849 4.27 71.04
10 4,199 3.70 74.74
11 3,723 3.28 78.02
12 3,017 2.66 80.67
13 2,909 2.56 83.23
14 2,469 2.17 85.41
15 2,431 2.14 87.55
16 2,288 2.01 89.56
17 2,037 1.79 91.35
18 1,819 1.60 92.96
19 1,644 1.45 94.40
20 1,413 1.24 95.65
21 1,214 1.07 96.72
22 1,195 1.05 97.77
23 1,014 0.89 98.66
24 817 0.72 99.38
25 506 0.45 99.82
26 199 0.18 100.00




Geography

This dataset includes the old (2010-2024) and new (2024 onwards) constituency boundaries. All
geographic variables in the BES Internet Panel come from YouGov’s database of panellist-specific profile
data. YouGov collects these data on panellists from time to time, most often outside of our panel. We link
these data (routed from postcode sector) to each of our respondents in the panel, and take the most
recently observed instance of each geographic variable before the date that each respondent took our
survey. In some cases, the respondent’s postcode sector will overlap more than one linked geographical
area. In these cases, we assume that the respondent lives in the area that the postcode sector shares the
greatest overlap. As such, we advise our users to check the geographic variables in the data carefully
before conducting any analyses.

We have retroactively separated respondents into the new constituencies for all waves of the panel, even
though these constituencies did not exist at the time the survey was taken. This is to allow for analyses of
change over time using the new boundaries.

Weights and samples

Around 30,000 respondents were interviewed in each wave (referred to as the full sample). However,
for waves 1-9 we also defined a smaller core sample of around 21,000 respondents in each wave that
constitute a cross-sectional group which is more representative than the full sample (i.e. the range of
weights is smaller than in the full sample). From waves 1 to 21, the panel uses a European elections
franchise as its sampling frame, whereafter a local elections franchise is used (following the UK leaving
the EU).

For waves 1-9 we provide two cross-sectional weights for each wave, e.g. the full weight that covers all
respondents who took the wave 6 survey (e.g. wt_full_ W6) and the core weight that weights a smaller
more representative sample of respondents (e.g. wt_core_W6). From wave 10 onwards we use an
updated YouGov weighting schema (e.g. wt_new_W?25) and no longer provide the core weights. For
wave 10 and 11 we also provide weights using the original full weighting scheme for comparison. We
recommend using the new weighting schema where it is available. We have also retrospectively
calculated weights for previous panel waves using the new weighting schema.

The panel dataset includes a cumulative weight that covers respondents who have taken all waves so far
in the study. Until wave 9, this weight is named with the total number of waves covered by the weight
(e.g. wt_full_W1W2W3WAW5W6W7W8W29). To avoid increasingly long variable names, from wave 10
onwards we adopt a new naming convention, which covers the start and end waves of the cumulative
weights (e.g. wt_full_W1_W13, which covers respondents who have taken all waves between wave 1
and wave 13).

We also include cumulative panel weights that cover smaller combinations of waves that were fielded
around key electoral events:

e 2015 election pre-campaign-post waves (wt_full_W4W5W6)

e 2016 EU referendum pre-campaign-post-waves (wt_full W7W8W9)
e 2017 election pre-campaign-post waves (wt_new_W11 W13)

e 2019 election pre-campaign-post waves (wt_new_W17W18W19)



For the four campaign waves (waves 5, 8, 12 and 18) we also provide daily weighting variables (e.g.
wt_daily_WS5) that cover respondents who took the survey on a particular day (see below for more
information about the campaign wave sampling).

All of these weights are constructed at the regional level (i.e. Scotland, England, Wales and London are
weighted separately to population values) and then adjusted to account for the oversampling of Scottish
and Welsh voters.

Country items

In addition to the core items, there are sets of questions written specifically for each of the nations
included in this survey: England, Scotland and Wales (note that Northern Ireland is not included in this
survey due to the very different political situation there).

The largest country-specific section is in Scotland, where the BES includes items inquiring about many
aspects of the Scottish referendum campaign and preferences about independence.

To allow for a comparison of different devolved contexts, many of these questions are repeated in
Wales.

Top up items
Top up items are asked to all respondents in the first wave that they take part in. These are generally
demographic and attitudinal variables that are believed to be fairly stable over time. These include:

e QOccupation

e Parent's occupation
e Country of birth

e Union membership
e Left-right values

While some of these can change, they do not need to be asked in every wave. These top up items are
combined into multiwave variables that can used to identify the wave in which respondents were asked
these question, which is the first wave indicated by the suffix in which the respondent appears. E.g. a
guestion with a W1W2W3 suffix would mean that the variable is measured in wave 1 for all those who
took the survey in wave 1, wave 2 for those who joined the survey in wave 2, wave 3 for those who
joined the survey in wave 3 etc, whilst a variable with W3W4WS5 would indicate that the question was
asked to all respondents in wave 3, and then new respondents who joined in wave 4 and wave 5 in wave
4 and wave 5 respectively. Given the number of waves now completed, this has been truncated where
appropriate, eg to W1_W23 if topped up in each of the waves from 1 to 23.

In addition to these variables, the BES also includes much of the information that YouGov routinely
collects about all members of their panel.

o Age

e Highest qualification

e Home ownership

e Marital status

e Age left education (we already have highest qualification)



Ethnicity

Local authority and education authority
Household income

Personal income

e Household size

e Number of children in household
e Preferred daily newspaper

e Vote choice in 2010

e Religiosity

e Religious denomination

e Type of organization worked for

Having these measures from YouGov's existing data leaves more space for other important questions on
the rest of the survey and avoids asking respondents for information they've already provided in the
past. These variables have the prefix ‘p_’. Profile variables are collected at intervals determined by
YouGov and therefore should not be assumed to be measured at the time of a wave. Profile information
with a wave identifier attached indicates that the profile data was the most up to date available at the
time of that survey.

Playground items

The playground contains items that are only asked to subsets of respondents. Because of the number of
guestions asked to Scottish and Welsh respondents, initially these questions are only asked to English
respondents. As survey space allowed, Scottish and Welsh respondents were added to the playground
as well. These questions are primarily suggested by the community of academic users. Additionally,
some questions from the previous round of the British Election Study in 2010 are included in the
playground for comparability. Finally, the playground includes a number of items that the BES team felt
are useful to include in the survey but didn't need to be asked to all respondents in every wave.

Campaign waves (waves 5, 8, 12 and 18)

Four campaign waves (5, 8, 12 and 18) were conducted as a rolling daily survey, with a subsample of
respondents invited to complete the survey on each day of the campaign (the 2015 general election
campaign in the case of wave 5, the EU referendum campaign in the case of wave 8, the 2017 general
election campaign in wave 12, and the 2019 general election campaign in wave 18). There are four
variables which record which day of the campaign a respondent completed the survey —
CampaignDayWS5, CampaignDayW8, CampaignDayW12 and CampaignDayW18 which is the numeric day
of the campaign period and respdateW5, respdateWs8, respdateW12 and respdateW18 which is a
formatted date variable. See above for information about the daily weighting variables (e.g.
wt_daily_WS5) available for the campaign wave.

Due to a technical error the party contact questions were not asked of those respondents who took the
survey during the first weeks of the campaign in wave 5. It was asked of respondents who took the
survey on and after April 24" 2015.

Panel refresh (wave 16)
The British Election Study Internet Panel offers huge advantages to studying British politics. So much of
the current political situation can only be understood in terms of how individual voters are changing



their attitudes and behaviours. The 16 waves of the panel conducted since 2014 offer an unparalleled
picture of the volatile journey taken by British voters over this turbulent period.

However, panel data is not without its drawbacks. Taking all 16 waves of the panel means that a
respondent would have spent more than five hours taking BES surveys over this time period. It is
therefore a reasonable question to ask whether any normal person can be expected to do this, and
whether even a normal person might be changed by spending so much time taking political surveys. In
technical terms, these are the problems of panel attrition (politically engaged people are differentially
likely to stay in a panel) and panel conditioning (taking surveys can change people’s opinions or
behaviours).

Unlike some studies, our panel is designed to remain cross-sectionally representative at each wave. That
means that you should be able to take a sample taken in wave 13 (2017 post-election wave) and make
inferences about the attitudes of people at that time. To do this, YouGov samples replacement
respondents who resemble the kind of people who had dropped out. This means that the raw sample at
each timepoint remains representative of the population in terms of the factors that YouGov quota
samples from. However, the potential concern is that the respondents who do stay in the sample within
these factors will be unusual.

For instance, imagine that the only factors that are important are whether you were below the age of 40
or above the age of 40 and political interest. Young people have lower levels of political interest than
older people. For the purposes of this hypothetical we weight and sample for age but we do not observe
political interest.

In wave 1, we start with half the sample over 40 and half below with both groups having reasonable
levels of political interest. However, in wave 2, many of the politically disinterested will have dropped
out. Because young people have lower political interest, we have lost more young people than old
people. To make the sample representative again we would sample young and old voters in the correct
proportions. However, the problem comes because, while the sample of young people who dropped out
was disproportionately uninterested in politics, the sample who are used to replace them are just
normally interested in politics. At wave 3, the same thing happens again, with politically disengaged
people dropping out and those who are interested in politics staying in the panel. Repeating this over
many waves will gradually make the remaining young people more and more interested in politics
because the disinterested topups tend to drop out while the politically interested topups tend to stay in.

In practice, YouGov’s sampling procedures include a lot more factors than just age, so this problem
should be reduced substantially. Most importantly, the sampling and weighting accounts for education,
past turnout and political attention, which are probably the variables of most concern.

It is therefore an open empirical question as to whether the Internet panel’s cross-sectional samples are
skewed by differential attrition in practice and, if so, by how much. To test whether this was a problem
(and to provide a solution), in wave 16 we conducted a panel refresh.

The idea behind this was that a new sample of 18,000 respondents (18,217 in practice) would be drawn
from YouGov’s panel without regards to whether they had taken part in previous BES surveys in addition
to the standard goal of maximising retention. By chance, many of these respondents would have taken
previous surveys, but the idea is that this 18,217 person sample represents the sample that we would
expect to achieve if we started an entirely new panel with YouGov.
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Because the longitudinal element of the BES is obviously highly important we did not want to risk the
panel refresh interfering with long-term panel retention. To achieve both of these goals, we increased
the total sample size for wave 16 to 37,959. This allows us to achieve both normal retention and a fresh
sample could be simultaneously.

While there is much work left to do comparing the samples, our initial analysis does not suggest that the
standard cross-sectional wave 16 sample yields meaningfully different results than our fresh wave 16
sample. Comparisons for vote intention, likelihood to vote, European Parliament vote choice and
turnout are shown below using YouGov’s standard weighting:

Vote intention Fresh Full
| would not vote 7.9 8.1
Conservative 11.7 121
Labour 143 141
Liberal Democrat 139 141
Scottish National Party (SNP) 2.8 2.7
Plaid Cymru 0.6 0.5
(UUnIS(Fe))d Kingdom Independence Party 16 14
Green Party 6.9 6.4
Other 0.9 0.9
Change UK- The Independent Group 1.8 1.4
Brexit Party/Reform UK 18.3 18.1
Don't know 19.5 20.2
18,21 37,95
7 9
EP vote Fresh Full
Conservative 6.2 6.7
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Labour

Liberal Democrat

Scottish National Party (SNP)
Plaid Cymru

United Kingdom Independence Party
(UKIP)

Green Party

Other

Change UK- The Independent Group
Brexit Party/Reform UK

Don't know

EP Turnout
Did not vote
Voted

DK

Turnout intention
Very unlikely that | would vote
Fairly unlikely

Neither likely nor unlikely

12

10.5

19.8

3.1

1.0

1.8

14.5

2.1

3.5

35.7

1.8

11,77

Fresh

35.8

62.7

1.6

18,21

Fresh

9.5

3.3

4.5

10.7

20.0

3.2

0.9

1.7

13.8

2.1

3.5

35.7

1.8

25,83

Full

35.5

63.0

1.6

37,95

Full

9.6

3.1

4.7



Fairly likely 11.2  11.2

Very likely that | would vote 67.3 66.9
Don't know 4.2 4.6
1821 3795
7 9
EU referendum vote intention Fresh Full
Stay/remain in the EU 46.7 46.5
Leave the EU 39.8 39.8
| would/will not vote 6.6 6.8
Don't know 6.83 6.88

18,21 37,95
7 9

In each case, the weighted fresh and standard samples do not yield hugely differing results and there is
no clear indication of a bias caused by the standard cycle of attrition and replenishment. The results of
the panel refresh are encouraging for the ongoing quality of the panel. Panel attrition is not random and
respondents who have taken very large numbers of waves should still be analysed cautiously. However,
there is no evidence so far that the overall quality of the Internet panel is declining. There is no evidence
that we should be more concerned about the representativeness of an internet panel cross-section
wave conducted at wave 15 than at wave 2.

However, even if it does turn out later that some important factor is affected by panel attrition and
conditioning, the fresh sample in wave 16 will ensure that there is a subsample of the panel that can be
used to diagnose this problem and correct it if needed. The indicator variable for the fresh sample is
fresh_sampleW16 in the panel and the relevant weight is wt_fresh_W16.

Data updates
The most recent waves of the the British Election Study may be subject to updates. Users are
encouraged to check their variables carefully and report any problems they find.

Legacy file
We maintain a legacy file for retired variables that we have removed due to a lack of reliability. This
includes the personality items, which were included in previous versions of the panel, but have since

13



been removed. We do not recommend the use of these variables, but we maintain the legacy file for
replication purposes.
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Most important issue (Mll) coding

In each wave of the British Election Study Internet Panel, respondents are asked the following question,
with the option to provide an open text response: “As far as you're concerned, what is the SINGLE MOST
important issue facing the country at the present time?” Any response provided is then manually coded
into a range of 50 codes (mii_cat), before being further collapsed into 12 (small_mii_cat) and then 4
categories (LRAL_mii_cat).

Where a respondent mentions only one word, whether the name of a code or something clearly related,
these were assigned a code accordingly. However, other responses are less clear-cut, and are therefore
hand-coded individually by research associates working on the BES.

Where an individual mentioned more than one issue, for example “Health and education”, their
response was coded as the first one they mentioned. An effort was made to interpret misspellings or
autocomplete errors, but where this was impossible these were marked as 46 — Uncoded.

To provide more information to users on these variables, what follows is a list of the codes and some
exemplar responses coded under these (exemplar responses are presented verbatim), followed by two
tables summarising how these codes are collapsed into a smaller number of categories in the
small_mii_cat and LRAL_mii_cat variables. While the main panel and individual wave files include only
these categorised variables, the original verbatim responses are available in the strings file on the BES
website, should users wish to carry out their own analysis.

Open text responses in wave 26 were coded using large language models — GPT-40 from OpenAl — and
not by BES research associates. As such, these variables are named mii_cat_llm, mii_small_cat_Ilm, and
LRAL_mii_cat_lIm. This approach quickly and accurately codes the open-ended survey responses for the
most important issue, with the validity of this approach tested within Mellon et al. (2024).

1. Health

Generally, these responses referred to the health service itself, whether directly or referencing threats
to it: “NHS”, “Health Service”, “NHS crisis”, “NHS underfunding”, “Privatisation of NHS”, “Junior
doctors”. Also included were responses such as “nhs freeloaders”. Note that this code excludes Covid-19
specific responses, which have their own code from wave 20 onwards.

2. Education

Apart from just the single word “education”, this also includes related responses such as “poor
” u ” u ” u n i

standards of education”, “underfunding in education”, “skill shortages”, “university tuition fee”, “state
of schools”, “Teacher's salaries”.

3. Election outcome

This code was used when the respondent is referring to the result of a recent or upcoming election but
in a way that is relatively neutral (or insufficiently negative to be coded as either pol-neg or partisan-
neg), or positive about a particular outcome. This includes references to internal party elections (eg

”n

those to select Theresa May’s successor). Examples include: “election”, “The up coming General
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Election”, “hung parliament”, “23-Jun-2016", “Ensuring the Conservative party are successful”, “the next
prime minister”, “The possible election of Jeremy Corbyn”, “Choosing the right Government!”.

4. Pol-neg

Responses were coded pol-neg whenever the respondent was negative about the current states of

n u

politics or politicians in general. Examples include: “Lying politicians”, “corruption”, “The unelected

n u

Government”, “untrustworthy MPs”, “political chaos”, “no strong leadership”, “Lack of democracy”,
“Honesty”, “Lack of compassion”, “Indecision”, “Dysfunctional political system”. Complaints about
media bias, regardless of the alleged direction of the bias, were coded pol-neg. Examples include:
“biased media”, “The media i.e. BBC and tabloids” “misinformation” and “Mainstream Media bias”.
However, accusations of media bias or control that explicitly reference antisemitic conspiracy theories

were instead coded with other conspiracy theories as 8 — Nat ident, goals-loss.
5. Partisan-neg

Conversely, the partisan-neg code is used when individuals are negative about a specific political party
or politician. Sometimes this is just the name of the party or individual (which in the context of the most
important issue facing the country implies a negative interpretation), but these are also often
accompanied by clearly negative statements. For example: “getting the tories OUT”, “Keeping Jeremy
Corbyn out of Downing Street!!”, “Disposing of the Clown — Boris Johnson”, “DUP being involved in
forming a government”, “useless Labur party”. Partisan-neg is only used when a specific party or
politician is explicitly named. Responses that insinuate a particular politician or party, but do not name
them, are coded as pol-neg. Examples of this include: “Changing prime minister for someone truthful”,
“Corrupt government/prime minister” and “Corrupt dishonest government led by a habitual liar who is
unfit to be PM” which are all coded as 4 — Pol-neg.

6. Societal divides

This code is used when respondents refer to division or a lack of cohesion in British society, but without
making reference to either economic or cultural divides specifically. This includes references to regional
division, eg “Widening gap between London and the rest of the country”. Examples of responses coded

” o n

this way include: “unity”, “social cohesion”, “Acceptance of each other’s differences”, “the break down

” o u n” ou

of society”, “healing a very divided country”, “Division and lack of understanding”.
7. Morals

Responses coded under morals tend to either refer to morals directly, or to issues generally considered
under this grouping, e.g. “Declining moral standards”, “ethics”, “Lack of moral compass”. It also includes
responses referring specifically to the need for religious or spiritual guidance, eg “Disregard of God”,
“Turning away from Christian faith and values”. This code is also used for non-criminal and non-religious
moral behaviour that the respondent views as having a corrupting effect on society, for example “a

n ” o

general selfishness and concentration on money”, “endemic self interest”, “greed”, “Lack of compassion

” u

and love”, “selfishness”.

8. Natident, goals-loss
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This code is used where an individual is expressing concern about cultural change, sometimes to an
extreme and prejudiced degree, but without direct reference to immigration. For example, some
individuals just put “Islam”, while others contextualised this: “Muslims wanting England to change to
Islam.Must never happen!!!l”. There was also sometimes a sense of nostalgia and loss: “Britain losing its
identity”. This code includes responses directly expressing opposition to Black Lives Matter: “BLM - it
should be ALL INNOCENT LIVES MATTER, do not destroy British history”, “BLM scum running riot”, “BLM
riots”. However, responses that might be referencing Black Lives Matter in Wave 20 (which took place in
June 2020), but do not name it specifically, are coded as 41 — Pol values — auth (e.g. “Civil unrest and
anarchic protests”, “Demonstrations, thuggery & vandalism”, “rioting and violence”). The ‘nat ident,
goals-loss’ code also includes responses stating their opposition to alleged conspiracies, such as “a
global agenda to force us into a one world government”, “stopping the new world order” or “The Elite
(Klaus Schwab from the World Economic Forum)”. However, conspiracy theories explicitly about Covid-

19 are coded as 48 — Coronavirus.
9. Racism/discrimination

In general, this code is used where individuals identify racism or discrimination directly as the most
important issue facing the country. This includes discrimination against other marginalised groups, such
as those with disabilities or immigrants. Examples include: “Intolerance”, “Xenophobia”, “Bigotry and
misinformation”, “Rising racism”, “The mistreatment of the windrush generation”, “Abuse of disabled
people’s human rights”. This code also includes responses expressing support for Black Lives Matter or
those for whom support/opposition is ambiguous. For example: “Black Lives Matter”, “Racism and Black
Lives Matter movement” and “Right wing and authoritarian responses to the BLM protests”.

10. Welfare

This code is used when respondents mention either the welfare system or benefits generally, including
responses such as “benefits”, “Welfare state”, “ATOS” etc. Note that as with most of the other codes,
this can be either broadly positive or negative about the welfare state, and so includes responses such
as “The attack on benefits” or “Persecuting those who rely on the welfare state”, but also “scroungers”
and “Benefits dependency”.

11. Terrorism

Responses were coded this way if they mentioned terrorism directly (even if this was qualified eg
“Possible terrorism” or “Islamic terrorism”), “extremism”, the name of a terrorist group such as “ISIS” or
a specific terrorist act, eg “Manchester bombing” or “Murder of female MP”.

12. Immigration

If a respondent mentioned immigration or related issues then this code was used — except if they
specifically referenced asylum or refugees, which is coded separately below. This includes responses
simply saying “immigration” or “to many migrants”, as well as qualifiers or related terms such as “lllegal
immigration”, “Uncontrolled immigration”, “the cost of immigration”, “ECONOMIC MIGRATION” and
“control of our borders”. It also includes responses that emphasise overpopulation, except where these
make explicit reference to environmental concerns (which are coded as 40 — Environment), or to global
overpopulation, which is coded as 45 — Other.
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13. Asylum

This code was used when respondents specifically referenced asylum or refugees, whether using solely
these particular words or in the context of a longer response, eg: “too many asylum seekers/immigrants
coming into our country”. In some cases this included those in support of refugees, eg “Fair deal for

n u

asylum seekers”, “uk should be taking in more refugees”.
14. Crime

When the respondent mentioned either “crime”, “Anti-social behaviour” or specific crimes it was coded
this way, eg “Killings”, “Knife crime”, “Fraud”, “Gangs”. In addition, references to “law”, “law and order”,
“legal system” and “policing” were put under this code. Additionally, responses referencing “drugs”
generally or specific drugs, eg “Cannabis use” were also coded this way.

15. Europe

Responses referencing Brexit, the EU and the EU referendum were put under this code, including those
which referenced the consequences of Brexit, eg: “Industries leaving UK due to brexit”. Where
responses were primarily negative about politicians (even if this was in relation to Brexit), this was
coded as 4 — Pol-neg.

16. Constitutional

This code was used for constitutional topics (excluding devolution and Scottish independence, which are
coded separately), such as mentions of “constitution” or “constitutional change”, calls for changes to
the electoral system, abolition of the monarchy, Welsh independence, or around the West Lothian
guestion, eg “English voting by English MP’s”. It also includes responses regarding Northern Ireland’s
future as part of the United Kingdom, and issues related to Northern Ireland’s governance, such as the
Good Friday Agreement. This code also includes complaints about the current electoral system, e.g.
“Fair Voting system”.

17. International trade

Responses focusing on trade or related terms were coded under this category, for example “Balance of
Trade”, “TRADE DEFICIT”, “TTIP”, “Cheap Beef Imports”. This included references to post-Brexit trade
deals, eg “Leaving the EU with trading arrangements in place”, “Probable Trade agreement with US to
import chlorinated chicken”. This code is also used for answers where the respondent wants the UK to
be less reliant on international trade and increase self-sufficiency, or concerns about which countries
will supply the UK with essential goods and commodities, eg “Where to get energy. Definitely not
Russia”, “Country is reliant on too many other countries for energy and investment” or “UK trade deficit,
and separately lack of UK self sufficiency (fuel, etc.), leaking money out of the country and diminishing
UK wealth and power.”

18. Devolution
This code was used where an individual specifically referenced devolution, either on its own or in
reference to a specific constituent nation of the UK, eg “Devolution of power across the UK”, “Devo

Max”.
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19. Scot-ind

Conversely this code was used when an individual made specific reference to Scottish independence or
related subjects, eg: “Scottish independence vote”, “Preservation of the Union”, “The fight for

n

independence”, “the ‘yes’ vote”.
20. Constitution

This code is collapsed into code 16, and so is not present in the final data.
21. Foreign affairs

This is a residual code, which captures any responses relating to foreign affairs that are not specifically
about war or defence, nor referencing Brexit or the EU. For example, “global instability”, “Our
relationship with other nations”, “Trump” It also includes references to foreign aid, eg “Foreign aid
costing us billions”. With regards to the 2022 invasion of Ukraine, when respondents have said the word
‘conflict’, ‘war’ or ‘invasion’ it is coded as 22 — War, but if they, instead, only say words such as ‘Putin’,
‘Ukraine’ or ‘Russia’ without other context it has gone in foreign affairs.

22. War
This code is used for specific references to war or military intervention, eg “prospect of war”, “world war
3”, “The new war in Iraq”, “The air strikes”, “Nuclear war”, “War in Ukraine”, “Russia’s invasion”. It also
includes references to the opposite, the need for peace, eg “world peace”.

23. Defence

Responses which focus on either “Defence” or “Security”, reference the funding of the military eg “Level
of Armed Forces”, or specific military spending eg “Decision on renewal of Trident”, but do not mention
war or conflict, are coded under this category. With regards to energy, food or fuel, responses on this
topic that refer to their security are coded as defence. Examples include: “food and energy security”,
“Energy security” or “Making our country more resilient - security/energy wise”.

24. Foreign emergency

This code is used when an individual references a foreign emergency that is not specifically about war,
for example “Hong Kong”, “Natural disasters” or “Genocide”.

25. Domestic emergency

Relatedly this code is used when the respondent refers to a particular domestic emergency affecting
Britain at the time. Examples include “Flooding”, “storms” and “Grenfell Tower”. It also includes
respondents speculating on future potential emergencies, such as running out of energy or power

blackouts in the wake of Russia’s invasion of Ukraine.

26. Economy-general
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This code is used for any response that refers to the economy in general, whether by simply saying
“economy” or related terms such as “recession” or “Financial stability”. This code also includes generic
references to “supply chain issues” when there is no specific reference to what is being supplied.
References to strikes and labour relations are under this code too. However, this code excludes
responses that are more focused on the economic consequences of Brexit, which comes under code 15
— Europe, or the Covid-19 pandemic, which is given its own code (49 — Covid-economy). It also excludes
more specific references to economic phenomena, such as unemployment and inflation, which are also
coded separately as below.

27. Economy-personal

Conversely this code is used when the respondent focuses specifically on their own economic
circumstances or that of their family. For example: “not being able to pay my bills”, “family finances”,
“christmas debt”, “The future prospects of my kids”.

28. Unemployment

This category is used for issues relating to the labour market, so when the respondent mentioned
“unemployment” directly, as well as “jobs” or simply “work”, it was coded under this category.
However, also included are responses that refer to the conditions of work, for example “Zero hours
contracts”, as well as references to labour shortages.

29. Taxation

This code is used for responses mentioning “taxation” generally, “high taxes” or specific taxes, eg
“Inheritance Tax”. In addition, references to “Tax avoidance” and related terms are also included here.

30. Debt/deficit
This code is used for any references to public debt or “the deficit”, eg “National debt”, “Government
debt”, “Debt Crisis”. It also includes references to public waste or “overspending by Government”. If a
respondent just says “debt” with no other context, this code is used. References to personal debt is
coded under 27 — Economy-personal above.

31. Inflation

Whenever a response focuses directly on inflation, eg “inflation and interest rate rise”, this code is
applied.

32. Living costs
Conversely, when the response is focused more on the cost of living, this code is used. Sometimes this
phrase or variants of it are used, but the code also includes references to prices of essentials eg “the
price of food”, “cost of gas and electric” or “Utilities”, as well as the impact of wages eg “low pay and

rising prices” or “falling living standards”.

33. Poverty
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This code is used when the response either directly references poverty or related topics, such as “food
banks” or “People suffering below the breadline”.

34. Austerity

References to “austerity” directly, or cuts to public services more generally, are coded under this
category. Example responses include: “Cuts”, “Public Services being destroyed”, “Reductions in public

n u

spending leading to lack of essential services”, “cut backs at local government level”.
35. Inequality

This code is used for mentions of “inequality” and related concepts, such as “the wealth divide”, “the
massively widening gap between rich and poor”, “Creating a fair society”, “the split between the haves
and have nots”, “The young generation being let down by baby boomers”. Also coded here are

references to regional inequality, eg “Inequality between London/SE and rest of UK”.
36. Housing

All references to housing are put under this code, including responses such as “Lack of affordable
housing”, “house prices”, “affordable social housing”, “Housing bubble”. Note that this includes
references to homelessness, except where the respondent was very explicit about the relationship

between poverty and homelessness, where this was coded as 33 — Poverty.
37. Social care

Where the respondent specifically said social care, or related topics such as “Care for the elderly”, this
code was used. This included references to other forms of state-funded care, such as for children or that
for disabled people, as well as carer’s allowance. Where respondents mentioned both health and social
care, the response was coded by whichever was mentioned first.

38. Pensions/ageing

This code covers two main themes — any mentions of pensions specifically, and references to the effects
of an ageing population, eg “Cost of aging population” or “OLD PEOPLE”. It also included references to
specific pensions issues, such as “WASPlI Women”.

39. Transport/infrastructure

This code was used when respondents mentioned either transport or infrastructure generally, but also
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specific types of infrastructure (eg “Lack of buses”, “Railways”, “pot holes on the road”, “energy
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generation”, “energy provisions”), or particular infrastructure projects (“wasting money on HS2”).
40. Environment

References to the environment directly, or to climate change and its consequences, are put under this

Y g

code. For example, this includes responses such as “Global warming”, “Confronting climate change”,
n VS

“Destruction of countryside”, “Environmental degradation”, “Sustainability”, “the decline of bees due to
pesticide use”. This category also includes responses that challenge the existence or importance of
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climate change. In addition, concerns about the effect of planning on the local environment are also
coded here, eg “Building on greenbelt”, “Fracking”. While flooding is placed under domestic or foreign
emergencies as appropriate, this code is used for references to flood prevention, or if referenced more
generically as a result of climate change. Single word responses relating to “energy”, “food” or “fuel”
with no other context is placed in this category. Responses that worry where future energy sources will
come from due to climate change concerns (eg “depleting oil supplies”) go in this category, whereas
general worries about where to procure energy supplies outside of the UK are coded as 17 —
International trade.

41. Pol values — auth

This code — the first of those based on the political values scales — is used to code those responses that
do not fit into the above policy or issue priorities, and are aligned with the authoritarian position on the
social values axis. There are three main types of response coded this way. The first is issue-based, where
the respondent references a political issue in line with authoritarian opinion: “The rise in identity
politics”, “Victim culture”, “Political correctness gone mad”, “Veganism”. The second captures political
tribalism, where the respondent negatively describes their perceived opposition: “Left liberalism —
wokeness”, “wokerati”, “Left wing anarachists”. The third more relates to outlook, demonstrating the
authoritarian preference for hierarchy, order and tradition, and pessimism where this is lacking:
“respect for authority”, “social order”, “Safety of all residents”, “The importance of discipline”, “social
decline”. Responses that say that there is a lack of respect for authority or from young people are placed
in this category, eg “lack of discipline and respectfulness amongst children of school age”, “No respect
for authority and very poor leadership”, “Respect for elders”. However, when the response is a vaguer
and does not specify who or what is being disrespected, or is lamenting the lack of mutual respect
within society, the response is coded as 7 — Morals, eg “Lack of respect & care”, “Lake of respect for

each other”, “Disregard and disrespect”.
42. Pol values — liberal

This code is used similarly to ‘Pol values — auth’, but on the other side of the axis. In this way, related
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policy issues are responses such as “animal welfare”, “state intrusion into privacy”, “IP Bill”, “Dignity in
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dying”, “Protecting the BBC”, “Internet neutrality”. Tribal opposition is captured in responses like
“Fascism”, “Nationalism”, “The rise of far-right groups such as Britain First”, “jingoism”, “alt right”,
“Populist nationalist authoritarianism”. Finally, responses that more relate to the liberal outlook include
“freedom”, “Tolerance”, “Access to justice”, “Civil Liberties”, “Freedom of speech”, “Human rights”,

“peace and compassion”.
43. Pol values —right

The next political values code captures those response that align with the right-wing pole of the
economic values axis. Policy priorities mentioned put under this code include: “unions getting more
power”, “bbc licence fee”, “Nanny state”, “too much red tape”, “Inefficient Government/Civil Service”.
Tribal opposition is represented by responses such as: “The evils of socialism” “Far Left”, “Marxism”,
“Communists”. While responses that more generally express this outlook include: “People’s lack of

e

responsibility”, “Too much government”, “Statism”, “The Work Shy”.

44. Pol values — left
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The final political values code is for responses that sit on the left of the economic values axis. Policy or
issues priorities mentioned that are coded this way include: “privatisation of public services”, “Workers
rights”. While responses that are more tribally opposed to a group, ideology or identity coded like this

” u

are: “Capitalism”, “Neo Liberalism”, “corporatism”, “Extreme Right Wing Views”, “Banking Cartel”, “The
Bourgeoisie”, “multi national companies”. Finally, those responses placed in this category that reflect
the left-wing economic outlook are: “Redistribution of wealth”, “Social Justice”, “Lack of empathy

VT

towards the less fortunate in society”, “economic injustice”.
45, Other

Any response that clearly mentioned a political issue or policy area but could not be placed in any of the
previous categories was coded under this category.

46. Uncoded

Conversely, this code is used for those responses which cannot be coded as they are unintelligible, are
excessively vague as to what aspect of politics they are getting at (eg “So many issues, not sure where to
start”, “attitudes”, “our future”), do not relate to politics or society in any meaningful way or when it is
impossible to choose between multiple possible codes.

47. Referendum unspecified

This code is used when the respondent refers to a referendum but it is not clear which one they are
referencing, whether that for Scottish Independence, for leaving the EU, or another.

48. Coronavirus

This code is used from wave 20 onwards for all references to Covid-19, except those where the primary
focus is on the economic effects of the pandemic. Examples include: “Coronavirus pandemic”, “Covid-
19”, “Track, test and isolate to drastically reduce Covid 19”, “People ignoring self distancing”. Indirect
references to Coronavirus, its effects, the response to it and its aftermath are also coded this way. This
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includes “getting everything back up and running”, “getting freedom back in this country”, “Getting life
back to normal”, “Loss of personal freedom”, “travelling abroad” and “the fact that thousands of Indians
and Pakistanis havebeen allowed into the country without being tested, therefore bringing the virus into
the country”. Responses that downplay the importance of Covid-19 or suggest that it is a conspiracy

(e.g. “the plandemic”) are also coded here.
49. Covid-economy

This code was also introduced in wave 20 to capture concern about the impact of the Covid-19
pandemic and the subsequent policy response on the economy. Examples include: “Economy during
coronavirus”, “Business failure due covid19”, “Finding a way to protect health without killing the

2

economy”, “Managing the balance of the economy and Coronavirus”, “Furlough scheme/covid”.
50. Gender/sexuality/family

This code is used for references to gender, sexuality or family issues, regardless of the political
perspective of the response. Specific issues in this code include abortion, LGBT+ issues, feminist and
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anti-feminist perspectives, and the role and quality of contemporary family life. Examples include:
“Abortion are too easy to access”, “Sex is male and female”, “Transgender ideology”, The patriarchy”,

n u

“Rape culture”, “Gender Discrimination against men”, “homophobia”, “affecting me, it would be
transphobia”, “family breakdown”, “marriage and the family” and “parental role and responsibilities”.
Note, responses about ‘WASPI’ women’s pensions are coded as ageing/pensions. With regards to
childcare, just the response ‘childcare’ is in the social care category, and responses about its cost (eg

“cost of childcare”) are in the living costs category.
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small_mii_cat

mii_cat

1 Europe 15 Europe
2 Immigration 12 Immigration
26 Economy-general
27 Economy-personal
28 Unemployment
3 Economy 29 Taxation
30 Debt/deficit
31 Inflation
32 Living costs
1 Health
4 Health 48 Coronavirus
49 COVID-economy
5 Terrorism 11 Terrorism
33 Poverty
7 Inequality 35 Inequality
36 Housing
8 Environment 40 Environment
2 Education
10 Welfare
9 Austerity/spending 34 Austerity
37 Social care
38 Pensions/ageing
4 Pol-neg
10 Negativity 5 Partisan-neg
6 Societal divides
7 Morals
8 Nat ident, goals loss
9 Racism/discrimination
14 Crime
. 21 Foreign affairs
11 Other lib-auth 2 War
23 Defence
41 Pol values-auth
42 Pol values-liberal
50 Gender/sexuality/family
. 43 Pol values-right
12 Other left-right m Pol values-left
16 Consitutional
17 International trade
18 Devolution
13 Other 19 : Scot-ind
24 Foreign emergency
25 Domestic emergency
45 Other
47 Referendum unspecified
NA 46 Uncoded
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LRAL_mii_cat mii_cat
1 Health
2 Education
10 Welfare
26 Economy-general
27 Economy-personal
28 Unemployment
29 Taxation
30 Debt/deficit
31 Inflation
. 32 Living costs
Left-Right values 33 Poverty
34 Austerity
35 Inequality
36 Housing
37 Social care
38 Pensions/ageing
39 Transport/infrastructure
43 Pol values-right
44 Pol values-left
49 COVID-economy
7 Morals
8 Nat ident, goals loss
9 Racism/discrimination
11 Terrorism
12 Immigration
13 Asylum
14 Crime
Lib-auth values 15 Europe
21 Foreign affairs
22 War
23 Defence
40 Environment
41 Pol values-auth
42 Pol values-liberal
50 Gender/sexuality/family
4 Pol-neg
General-negativity 5 Partisan-neg
6 Societal divides
3 Election outcome
16 Consitutional
17 International trade
18 Devolution
Other 19 : Scot-ind
24 Foreign emergency
25 Domestic emergency
45 Other
47 Referendum unspecified
48 Coronavirus
NA 46 Uncoded
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country

eligible Created

Codes respondent's country

1

o England

2 g Scotland

* o Wales

Eligible

eligible ULTRLE @ GIeE W1W8W14W15W16W17W21

Are you a citizen of any of the following?

ukCitizen O The United Kingdom (Great Britain and Northern Ireland)
euCitizen | Any member state of the European Union
commonwealthCitizen ] Any commonwealth country

otherCitizen | Any other country
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ligiblenew
eligiblene VT pp— W22W23W24W25W26

Are you a citizen of any of the following?

ukCitizen | The United Kingdom (Great Britain and Northern Ireland)
irishCitizen | The Republic of Ireland

maltacyprusCitizen | Malta or Cyprus

euCitizen ] Any other member state of the European Union
commonwealthCitizen ] Any commonwealth country

otherCitizen | Any other country

leavetoremain if eligiblenew not 1 in

W22W23W24W25W2
SINGLE CHOICE 6

eligiblenew and not 2 in eligiblenew

Do you have leave to enter or remain in the UK (sometimes referred to as settled or pre-settled
status)?

o Yes

® o No

99

s O Don'tknow

28



1

o (open [MII_text])

2 o None

* o Don'tknow
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mii_cat

mii_cat

Manually coded responses from MII_text (most important issue).

ALL WAVES

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

21

22

23

24

Health

Education

Election outcome
Pol-neg
Partisan-neg
Societal divides
Morals

Nat ident, goals loss
Racism/discrimination
Welfare

Terrorism
Immigration
Asylum

Crime

Europe
Consitutional
International trade
Devolution
Scot-ind

Foreign affairs
War

Defence

Foreign emergency
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25

26

27

28

29

30

31

32

33

34

35

36

37

38

39

40

41

42

43

44

45

46

47

48

49

50

Domestic emergency
Economy-general
Economy-personal
Unemployment
Taxation
Debt/deficit

Inflation

Living costs

Poverty

Austerity

Inequality

Housing

Social care
Pensions/ageing
Transport/infrastructure
Environment

Pol values-auth

Pol values-liberal

Pol values-right

Pol values-left

Other

Uncoded
Referendum unspecified
Coronavirus
COVID-economy

Gender/sexuality/family
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small_mii_cat

Manually coded and collapsed responses from mii_cat.

ALL WAVES

10

11

12

13

o

Europe
Immigration
Economy
Health
Terrorism
Inequality
Environment
Austerity/spending
Negativity
Other lib-auth
Other left-right

Other

LRAL mii_cat

LRAL_mii_cat

Manually coded political values dimension of Ml response, collapsed from mii_cat.

ALL WAVES

(0]

(0]

Left-right
Lib-auth
General-negativity

Other
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mii_cat_Ilm

mii_cat

Al-coded responses from MII_text (most important issue). See main documentation for more details.

W26

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

21

22

23

Health

Education

Election outcome
Pol-neg
Partisan-neg
Societal divides
Morals

Nat ident, goals loss
Racism/discrimination
Welfare

Terrorism
Immigration
Asylum

Crime

Europe
Consitutional
International trade
Devolution
Scot-ind

Foreign affairs
War

Defence
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24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

32

33

34

35

36

37

38

39

40

41

42

43

44

45

46

a7

48

49

50

Foreign emergency
Domestic emergency
Economy-general
Economy-personal
Unemployment
Taxation
Debt/deficit

Inflation

Living costs

Poverty

Austerity

Inequality

Housing

Social care
Pensions/ageing
Transport/infrastructure
Environment

Pol values-auth

Pol values-liberal

Pol values-right

Pol values-left

Other

Uncoded
Referendum unspecified
Coronavirus
COVID-economy

Gender/sexuality/family
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small_mii_cat_llm _____ Was

Al-coded responses from MIl_text (most important issue). See main documentation for more details.

' o Europe

o Immigration
o Economy

* 0 Health

o Terrorism

o Inequality

o Environment

o Austerity/spending

O Negativity

10

o Other lib-auth

11

O Other left-right

12

o Other
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Al-coded responses from MII_text (most important issue). See main documentation for more details.

W26

1

O Left-right
2 o Lib-auth
3

O General-negativity

* o Other

bestOnMI|

37



bestOnMiII- Show if Mil==1 SINGLE CHOICE ALL WAVES

Which party is best able to handle this issue?

o}

No party is best able to handle this issue
o Conservative
O Labour

O Liberal Democrat

* o Scottish National Party (SNP) if Show if country==2
country==2
* o Plaid Cymru if country==3 Show if country==3

0 United Kingdom Independence Party (UKIP)
o Green Party

O British National Party (BNP)

' o Change UK-The Independent Group W15W16

2 o Brexit Party/Reform UK W16W17W18W19W20W21W22W23W24W25
° 0 Other party (open [bestOnMIIOth])

s O Don'tknow
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Module: generalElection

turnoutUKGeneral

turnoutUKGeneral

Many people don't vote in elections these days. If there were a UK General Election
tomorrowSturnoutText, how likely is it that you would vote? (W1W2W3W4W10)

Many people don't vote in elections these days. The UK General Election is being held on May 7th.
How likely is it that you will vote? (W5)

Now thinking about UK General Elections. If there were a UK General Election tomorrow, how likely is
it that you would vote? (W15W16W20W21W22W23W25W26)

Many people don't vote in elections these days. The UK General Election is being held on December

SINGLE WI1IW2W3W4W5W10W11W12W15W16W17W18
W20W21W22W23W25W26

12th. How likely is it that you will vote? (W17W18)

99
929

Very likely that | would vote
Fairly likely

Neither likely nor unlikely
Fairly unlikely

Very unlikely that | would vote

Don't know

39



decidedVote

decidedVote SINGLE CHOICE WAW5W11W12W17W18

If you do vote in the General Election, have you decided which party you will vote for, or haven't you
decided yet?

o Yes, decided

o No, not decided yet

w

o Will not vote

99

s O Don'tknow

genElecTurnoutRetro SINGLE CHOICE W6W7W13W18W19

Talking to people about the General Election on May 7th, we have found that a lot of people didn’t
manage to vote. How about you — did you manage to vote in the General Election?

' o VYes, voted

°® o No,did not vote

s O Don'tknow

40



earlyElecSupport SINGLE CHOICE W11

Do you support or oppose the decision to call an early general election?

(0]

Strongly oppose

o Oppose

o Neither oppose nor support
o Support

o Strongly support

Don't know

o
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generalElectionVote

generalElectionVote [l

CHOICE

WI1W2W3W4W5WeW8W10W11W12W13W14W15W16W17W18
W19W20W21W22W23W24W25W26

And if there were a UK General Election tomorrow, which party would you vote for?
(W1W2W3W4W15W16W20W21W22W23W25)

If there were a UK General Election tomorrow, which party would you vote for? (W24)

Which party is that? (W5W17W18)

Which party did you vote for? (W6W19)

11

12

12

13

99
99

| would not vote

Conservative

Labour

Liberal Democrat

Scottish National Party (SNP)

Plaid Cymru

United Kingdom Independence Party (UKIP)
Green Party

British National Party (BNP)

Change UK — The Independent Group (W16)

Brexit Party/Reform UK
(W1eW17W18W19W20W22W23W24\W25)

Reform UK (W21)

Independent Candidate (W17W18W19W22W23)

Other (open [generalElectionVoteOth1])

Don't know

Show if country==2

Show if country==
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generalElectionVoteTIG

generalElectionVoteTIG T —-— Wis

And if there were a UK General Election tomorrow, which party would you vote for?

| would not vote

o}

o Conservative

O Labour

O Liberal Democrat

O Scottish National Party (SNP) Show if country==2
o Plaid Cymru Show if country==3
0 United Kingdom Independence Party (UKIP)

o Green Party

1

O The Independent Group

o Other (open
[generalElectionVoteOth1TIG])

99

o Don't know

o
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regretsiHaveAFew SINGLE CHOICE W6 W13W19

Do you have any regrets about how you voted in the general election?

o Yes

® o No

929

o © Don’tknow

votingWish if regretslHaveAFew== N

How do you wish you had voted?

o Conservative

o Labour

O Liberal Democrat

O Scottish National Party (SNP) Show if country==2
o Plaid Cymru Show if country==3
o United Kingdom Independence Party (UKIP)

o Green Party

O British National Party (BNP)

O Other (open
[generalElectionVoteOth1])

12

O Brexit Party/Reform UK W19

13

o Anindependent candidate W19

929

s O Don’t know
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regretslHaveAFewEU WOW10W11W14W15W16W

SINGLE CHOICE 17

If you voted in the EU referendum on 23rd June 2016, do you have any regrets about how you voted?

Thinking back to the 2016 Brexit referendum, if you voted in the EU referendum in 2016, do you have
any regrets about how you voted? W16

o Yes

o No

w

o |did not vote

w © Don’tknow

reasonForVote

reasonForVote W6W13W1

SINGLE CHOICE 9

Which one of the reasons on this card comes closest to the main reason you voted for the party you
chose?

Which one of the following reasons comes closest to the main reason you voted for the party you
chose? W19

o | always vote that way

O |thought it was the best party

* o |Ithought that party had the best candidate

o Ireally preferred another party but it had no chance of winning in this constituency
O Other [ReasonForvoteOth]

o None of these

Don’t know

(¢]
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partyPreferred if reasonForVote in
[4] SINGLE CHOICE ~ W13W19

Which party did you really prefer?

o Conservative

O Labour

O Liberal Democrat

O SNP if country==2

o Plaid Cymru if country==3
2 o Brexit Party/Reform UK
o Green Party

® o UKIP

O Other [partyPreferredOth — open]

99

s« O Don’tknow
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voteMethod

voteMethod SINGLE CHOICE W6W19

Thinking back to Election Day, which of the following describes how you cast your ballot?

voteMethod
1 o

| voted by post

igte“"ﬁh"d o | visited the polling station on my own

‘qeveted o | visited the polling station with another person who voted
ij‘e“"e‘h"d o lvisited the polling station with someone who did NOT vote
voeMethod o Someone else voted for me (proxy voting)

voteMethod

o o Don’t know

voteMethod SINGLE CHOICE

How did you cast your vote in the EU referendum? W9

O In person
O By post
O By proxy (someone else voted on my behalf)

999 o Don’t know
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voteMethod SINGLE CHOICE w13

Thinking back to Election Day, which of the following describes how you cast your ballot?

o |voted by post

o lvisited the polling station on my own

o | visited the polling station with someone
O Someone else voted for me (proxy voting)

9999 o Don’t know

voteMethodb if
localTurnoutRetro== SINGLE CHOICE W25W26

Thinking back to Election Day, which of the following describes how you cast your ballot?

o | voted by post
o lvisited the polling station
O Someone else voted for me (proxy voting)

9999 o Don’t know
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askedForlID if localTurnoutRetro==

Were you asked for voter identification before you voted?

SINGLE CHOICE W25W26

O Yes

o No

9999 o Don’t know/don’t remember
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attemptTurnout if
localTurnoutRetro==

Did you go to the polling station to try to vote in the local elections on May 4th? (W25)

SINGLE CHOICE W25W26

Did you go to the polling station to try to vo